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Australia's Commonwealth 

Scientific and lndustrlal Research 

Organlzation has granted a free 

non•exclusive license f or its hairpin 

RNAI technology to BioCassava 

__ • a global consortium of plant 

scientists working to i mprove the 

nutritional value of cassava. 

Sigma-Aldrich has gained 

an exclusive license to Rosetta 

lnpharmatics' bioinformatics 

design tools for siRNA research 

and development purposes. Sigma 

plans to use the tools to launch 

human and model organism siRNA 

whole-genome libraries, to deliver 

siRNA panels targeted to specifıc 

gene families, and to provide 

access to single-target, predesigned 

siRNAs through a Web interface. 

WJndber Research lnstitute 

and the Shanghai Center for 

Bioinformation Technology will 

joi ntly deve lop data i ntegration, 

visualization, and mining 

technologies f or translational 

medicine research. The WRI 

Biomedical lnformatics team, 

headed by Hal Hu, will work 

closely with the SCBfT, 

headed by Ylxue Li, 

Genome Canada will provide 

more than CA$18.6 million to six 

science and technology centers 

over the next 1 5 months, funding 

services in ONA sequencing, 

genotyping, m lcroarrays. 

proteomics. bioinformatics, 

genetic analysis, and ONA 

mapping. The centers serve 

researchers funded by 

Genome Canada. 
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rcdactcd thaı may be importanı for making 
clinical conclusions. Thc trick is to balancc 
idcntifiablc dala with sarcguards, whcthcr 
thcy arc virtual or physical. 

Lowrancc also pointcd oul that thc 
scopc of informcd conscnt is changing, as 
thc ncxt gcncration or gcnomics projccts 
will necd 10 clcarly dclincatc rescarch pur
poscs, including unspecincd f uıurc uscs or 
thc crcation of celi lincs. 1'This wholc field 
is undcrgoing a phasc changc, a sca 
changc," Lowrance said, conduding that 
currcnt rcscarch nccds to be accomplishcd 
in a way that balanccs scicntific goals with 
public trust. 

Intcllcctual propcrty and tcch transfer 
issues wcrc ncshcd out by Robert Cook
Deegan of Dukc Univcrsity's lnstitulc far 
Gcnome Scicnccs and Policy. Whilc thcrc 
has bccn an cxponcntial incrcasc in iP rclat-

ing to RNA and ONA, patcnted invcntions 
don•t always corrclatc with rcsearch impact1 

as he illustratcd with a slide showing no dif
fcrcncc in citations bctwccn patcntcd ver
sus non-patcntcd PCR invcntions. 

But the lack or hard correlation bctwccn 
impacL and iP is hardly rcason to neglcct 
such issucs, Cook-Dccgan strcssed, 
cxplaining ıhat thc liccnsing of gcnomic
bascd invcntions will likcly continuc to 
rise, duc in no small part ta policics cham
pioncd by institutional tcch transrcr oITiccs. 
"Univcrsitics arc ali ovcr thc map, from 
enlightcned to tribal thinking" when it 
comcs to tcch liccnsing norms, Cook
Decgan said. Thesc will have to be thought 
through and arıiculated, he said, if liccnsing 
structurcs are ta truly balance thc bcncfits 
of thc patent sysıcm with unintended 
harms. -Jcn Crcbs
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